THE    VISION    OF    MIRZAH
EXERCISES
r.  Vocabulary.  Use the following words in sentences of your
own composition:
oriental; entertainment; devotions ; profound; contempla-
tion ; vanity; inexpressibly; melodious; raptures; genius;
transporting; reverence; affability; familiarized; solilo-
quies; pinnacle; prodigious; consummation; leisurely;
innumerable; melancholy; jollity; posture; speculation;
prospect; mortality; supernatural; dissipated; penetrate;
adamant; myriads; accommodated.
2.  Archaisms. Some slight arcKaisms are apparent in the prose
of Addison.  In the second paragraph, for example, we have the
word habit appearing in the sense of * clothes/   Find other
examples, and give their modern meanings.
3.  Allegory.  " The Vision of Mirzah " is an allegory; that is,
it has a double meaning.  Show how each part of the story, for
example the bridge, the arches, the trap-doors, has a second
meaning. What is the main idea underlying the story ?
4.  Precis.  Summarize the story in three or four paragraphs
of moderate length.
5.  Literature
(a)  " The Vision of Mirzah " may have been suggested by
The Arabian Nights. Are there any details in Addison's story to
suggest The Arabian Nights ?
(b)  What other allegories are known to you?  Describe one
more fully, and show how it is an allegory.
6.  Composition
(a)  Write a short Eastern tale, preferably from The Arabian
Nights.
(b)  Write in your own words a Biblical allegory.   (This is
called a parable.)